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November to Remember
Psalm 77:11-12 – “I will remember the
deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember
your miracles of long ago. I will meditate
on all your works and consider all your
mighty deeds.”

Bible! The Lord is still at work performing awesome deeds, miracles, and
works in the lives of people all over the
world! And the Lord is doing the same
for the people at Walmsley Boulevard
United Methodist Church! Let us take
time to make this a November to
Remember the great things that the
Lord has done for us! Let us begin the
month by remembering on All Saints
Day, our forebearers in the faith who
have completed this life’s journey
ahead of us. Throughout the month, let
us remember the ways that God has
empowered us to live through some of
the most difficult moments in our lives.
To conclude the month, let us
remember to give thanks for the most
important people who remain in our
lives and the grace that God has given
us in Christ Jesus, through whom we
can do all things!

Hard core wrestling fans of the late
1990s may remember Extreme Championship Wrestling’s (ECW) signature Pay
-Per-View extravaganza that took place
during the 11th month of each year
between 1993 and 2000, known as
November to Remember. November to
Remember was ECW’s version of
Wrestlemania where the biggest stars
of the promotion squared off against
one another for championship and
other high profile contests!! The event
was named appropriately as the
matches were designed to be the type
Our journey through this November to
that spectators were certainly not Remember will lead us to the season of
going to forget!!
Advent, where we will remember the
Nearly two decades removed from beautiful story of our Savior’s birth.
the last November to Remember During the four Sundays of Advent
wrestling event, I’m honestly not sure during the month of December, we will
how many people recall this Pay-Per- remember and celebrate the hope,
View series from Extreme Champion- faith, joy, and peace that God has
ship
Wrestling.
Yet
the
name given to the world through Jesus
November to Remember is quite Christ! Let us remember that our lives
catchy and can spark us as Christians have significance beyond the here and
to keep something very important in now! To our Father God, our lives
and
have
an
eternal
mind. As the Psalmist states in the matter
significance
beyond
the
realm
of this
scripture listed above, it is crucially
world!
We
must
remember
that
we
are
important
that
people
of
faith
citizens
of
heaven
visiting
this
world!
remember the deeds of the Lord! It is
important that people of faith remem- We are called to live lives that honor
ber the miracles of long ago. It is God and to spread the good news of
important that people of faith meditate God’s love in ways that those who view
on the works and deeds of the Lord our Christian witness will certainly not
both day and night! The miracles and forget!
wondrous deeds of the Lord are not Pastor Delano Douglas
merely limited to the stories in the
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Tis the
season!
Help
decorate
the church
for the
Advent
season
Sunday
Nov.24th
after the
service!

YOUTH

Sunday November 24th
Decorating the church for
Advent!

(K5 through 5th grade)

KIDS

Saturday 11/9
4-5p

November 24th

Community Thanksgiving
Service
Tuesday November 26th
7p @ Friendship Baptist
Church

Please bring your completed Stewardship card you will
receive in the mail or pick up from the church office or
Narthex on this date to place on the altar during worship.

5200 Newbys Bridge Rd.,Chesterfield, VA 23832
Country Christian
Breakfast
November 10, 9a
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Sunday Morning Readers for
3– Bonnie Heretick 17– Gloria Lambert

3– Rosie Woods

10- Youth Reader

7– Delano Douglas
10– Ruby Garrett

24– Shaun Cox

Grocery Ministry &
Clothes Closet

16– Lovena Thore
29- Anne Moseley

Tuesday

’

November 12th, 10a-12p
Sunday
Morning
Greeters

Poinsettias!

3– Gloria & Jerry
Holmes
10– Pat Weaver
17– Gee Gee
Whetstone
24– David Tyree

Ordering begins 11/10

$10/poinsettia

G
RIN

E
OFF

You are also invited to make a donation
of any amount to the Flower Fund or the
Scholarship Fund.
Please fill out the order form found in the
weekly bulletin or pick one up from the
Narthex.

DO YOU have any unused offering envelopes from
years past taking up space at home?
If your answer is “Yes!,” we will take them off
your hands!
We ask that you bring them back to Church so we
can re-use them.

Orders due by Sunday Dec. 8th

Leave any envelopes in the Narthex, or the
Church Office.
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Closings will be:


Called into TV channel CBS 6



Posted on Facebook



Emailed out
Online Giving

WBUMC is now able to accept online giving from debit
and credit cards, as well as ACH drafts from checking or savings
accounts. You can even schedule to have it automatically done for you! By
visiting the church website, (www.walmsleyblvdumc.org), from a computer or mobile
device, you will be able to click the green "GIVE" button and give your tithes,
offerings and other monetary gifts to the church. There is a small fee
associated with each transaction. The church will take care of the fee or, you
will be given the option to "cover the fees.”

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. In a large
bowl, stir together the graham crackers
crumbs, 1/2 cup finely chopped pecans,
3 Tbsp sugar, 1/2 tsp cinnamon and melted
butter; press into the bottom of a 9-in
spring form pan. Bake in preheated oven
for 10 minutes.
2. In a large bowl, combine cream cheese
and 1/2 cup sugar. Mix at medium speed
until smooth. Beat in eggs one at a time,
mixing well after each addition. Blend in
vanilla; pour filling into the baked crust.
3. In a small bowl, stir together 1/3 cup sugar
and 1/2 tsp cinnamon. Toss the cinnamonsugar with the apples. Spoon the apple
mixture over cream cheese layer and
sprinkle with 1/4 cup chopped pecans.
4. Bake in preheated over 60-70 min. With a
knife, loosen cake from rim of pan. Let
cool, then remove the rim of pan. Chill
cake before serving.

Autumn Cheesecake
1 cup graham cracker crumbs
1/2 cup finely chopped pecans
3 Tbsp white sugar
1/2 tsp ground cinnamon
1/4 cup unsalted butter, melted
2 (8oz) packaged cream cheese,
softened
1/2 cup white sugar
2 eggs
1/2 tsp vanilla extract
4 cups apples-peeled, cored, and
thinly sliced
1/3 cup white sugar
1/2 tsp ground cinnamon
1/4 cup chopped pecans


If you’d like to share a recipe, please submit it
to the Church Office.
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12/1– Advent Starts
12/1– Family Christmas Dinner & Children’s Play, 5p
12/8– Country Christian Breakfast, 9a
12/8– Cantata Rehearsal, 12:45p
12/11– Cantata Dress Rehearsal, 5:45p
12/12– Josephine Day Circle Mtg, 10:30a

Family Christmas Dinner
&
Children’s Play
Sunday, Dec. 1st

5p

12/14– SPARK Kids Christmas Party, 4p
12/15– Take Me Back to Bethlehem, 11a
12/24- Christmas Eve Service, TBD
12/25– Christmas Day (Office Closed)
12/29– 5th Sunday Celebration Carol Sing
12-26-1/1– Office Closed

WBUMC Choir
Presents

Sunday December 15th
11 a.m.

“The Savior’s Birth”

Greetings Walmsley Family!! The Season of
Advent is approaching fast!! Have you ever
wondered what Advent is about and how it
came to be? Well, the Adult Sunday School
class will present a four part study series on
each Sunday of Advent during the month of
December! We will dig deep into the
spiritual and historical significance of the
season and connect to the hope, faith, joy, and
peace that God has graced humanity with in
the person of Jesus Christ! Please join us for
this time of celebration and discovery!!
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Prayerful Joy
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. - Philippians 4:6-7
6

The great hymn “Amazing Grace” summarizes biblical faith well: “Grace hath brought me safe thus far, and
grace will lead me home.” If grace reveals that joy is a gift, then prayer is the Lord’s gracious means through
which he daily sustains that joy.
We sometimes believe we are independent, self-sufficient people. Our tired minds, aching backs, and callous
hands that produced a successful career and a comfortable home seem to affirm that myth. But what if
corporate restructuring takes away the paycheck, or terminal illness robs our strength and vitality? Anxiety,
worry, and fear set in, taking the place of our pride.
Life comes from the Lord, and so does daily help. We come to the Lord through prayer, and the fruit of prayer
is peace. Yet prayer is not a mantra, and we can’t use it to try to manipulate God. Prayer is a divine gift to
strengthen the bonds of love between us and God. The act of prayer itself affirms our dependence on him for
peace and joy.
Peace is knowing that death is overcome by resurrection, falsehood by truth, confusion by wisdom, hatred by
love. This is the joyful fruit of believers who seek the Lord! Then, when all else has failed, we can still say, “I
will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior” (Habakkuk 3:18).
Prayer:

Dear Lord, I rejoice in you. I will be joyful in God my Savior. Thank you for this gift of prayer, for
listening to my heart, for speaking to me of your grace. In Jesus, Amen.

By Calvin Hoogendoorn
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Hymn Story: “I Love You, Lord”
article by Nathan Myrick
I love you, Lord, and I lift my voice
to worship you, O my soul rejoice.
Take joy, my King, in what you hear,
may it be a sweet, sweet sound in your
ear.
The Faith We Sing, 2068
Laurie Klein

The brief lyrics penned by Laurie Klein in 1976 are some of the most widely recorded in all
of contemporary Christian worship, having been covered at least 70 times by the year 2000.
Beyond that, they are some of the most sung by believers the world over, appearing in more
than 25 hymnals. Their elegant, simplicity, theological openness, and sincerity have made
them an endearing and enduring contribution to Christian hymnody. Yet interestingly, they do
not arise from a popular, or polished, or even professional composer, but rather seem to have
arisen out of austerity and longing.
Klein, a native of Wisconsin, displayed musical talent and interest at a young age.
Encouraged by her mother, she learned to play piano, autoharp, and guitar. She started writing
songs at age 16, the first one titled “Love Unconditionally.” At age 24, she met and married
Bill Klein while at Central Oregon Community College. Their life was simple and difficult, as
they stated a family with no money to spare. Laurie described “I Love You, Lord” as “a gift
from heaven”- as the lines flowered effortlessly, one after the other. She has published about a
dozen songs and is a freelance writer of poetry, devotional thoughts, and personal experience
(Terry, 2002, 97-100).
As Phil Christensen and Shari MacDonald note, Laurie Klein was a young mother, living in
a small camper while her husband attended college in 1974 (by Klein’s own account it was
1976). Isolated in the Oregon wilderness, she had no community, no nearby friends, and no
local church body to call home. Making things worse, she did not drive, so she could not go
visit friends or family who lived farther away than walking distance. Her loneliness drove her
to invest more fully in her daily time of devotion to God. The song rose out of her daily quiet
time in the morning before her toddler woke up. The words tumbled out of her mouth as she
was quietly playing guitar. Recognizing that they had some merit, she quickly wrote them
down (Christensen and MacDonald, 2000, 68-69; Klein, 2001, n.p.).
[Continued on next page]
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Later, she sang the song for her husband, who suggested she play it for a local pastor and
some musicians. The song found its way to Jack Hayford’s Church on the Way in Van Nuys,
California, and was recorded by several musicians of the budding Christian music scene,
including Buck and Annie Herring (2nd Chapter of Acts). The song gained greater recognition
when it was released on Maranatha! Music’s Praise 4: In His Time (1980). Since then, the
song has “quietly made its way around the world” (Klein 2001, n.p.).
Klein describes herself as a “lifelong creative with a growing contemplative streak,” and
notes that she has “switched hats more often that hobos in a vaudeville skit.” Currently, she
“scribes” on her blog, laurieklein.com, which includes reflections on nature, beauty, and
human experiences– all through the lens of an ongoing relationship with God. She wrote a
short account of her life at the time she penned “I Love You, Lord” titled “Tulips in the
Desert” that she was kind enough to send me during my research for this essay. (She notes
that it was originally published in Stories for the Spirit Filled Believer [2001, 94-97].) In it,
Klein describes the wilderness of life in her min-twenties as a time of waiting on God.
The significance of “I Love You, Lord” does not lie in the celebrity of its composer, nor in
its magnificence as a work of art, but in its sustained ability to interact with other songs and
productions in the contemporary worship music (CWM) oeuvre. It expresses something
profound about our relationship with God that resists efforts to co-opt it into some sort of
political agenda– the attempts of popular preachers such as John Piper to bend the song’s
theology to fit their schemes, notwithstanding. While the story of the song’s origin is no doubt
told in a way that reflects a late-evangelical/neo-charismatic theology of human agency
couples with God’s immanent and ongoing engagement with humanity, the song itself does
not preclude other theological positions. This is perhaps nowhere as obvious as in its manifold
covers and recording. While Christensen and MacDonald note the rock band Petra had
recorded the song on Petra Praise 2, the song has also been featured by less accessible acts,
such as hardcore-ska act Five Iron Frenzy, who closed many concerts with a performance of
the piece during their initial iteration (1995-2003) and including the first few lines in the
fadeout of their live album, Proof that the Youth are Revolting (1999).
As I read Klein’s account in “Tulips,” I found myself thinking back to when I was that age
and remembering my own wilderness. I would be lying if I said that I didn’t occasionally sing
“I Love You, Lord” softly as I traversed those barren lands. There is something very honest
about that song, something that continues to resonate, quietly, through the forests and deserts,
hilltops and valleys of life. There is something theologically rich about it– the central ethic of
our faith: love of God. Even when we don’t feel it. Even when God is silent. Maybe that’s
when God is listening. May our words be a “sweet, sweet sound” in that ear.
[https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/history-of-hymns-i-love-you-lord]
Would you like to contribute to the Walmsley Witness? We welcome your news, articles, quotes, and jokes! To be
included in the December Newsletter, please have your submissions to the church office no later than

Monday, November 18th.
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Stewardship Sunday

12p, Advent
Decorating

12p, IGNITE Youth

24

25

7p Community Thanksgiving
Service @ Friendship
Baptist Church

26

19

17

18

10a, Grocery Ministry/
Clothes Closet

12

9a, Country Christian
Breakfast

10

11a, Worship

11

6 Every Wednesday:

NO CHOIR REHEARSAL

27

20

13

6p, Choir Rehearsal

5

22

29

28 Thanksgiving Day

15

8

2

1

30

23

16

4p, SPARK Kids

9

8a, Hopkins EMS
Food Bank Volunteer
Opportunity

Saturday

Friday

21

10:30a, Josephine
Day Cir. Mtg

14

8p, NA

7 Every Thursday:

Wednesday Thursday

9:45a, Sunday School/
Children’s Choir

4

Tuesday

10:30a, Bible Study

All Saints Sunday

Monday

Every Sunday:

3

Sunday
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