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Walmsley Boulevard United Methodist Church
Church Office: 804.275.8508; Church Website: www.walmsleyblvdumc.org
Church E-mail Address: walmsleyblvdumc@verizon.net

Reverend Denise Watkins, Pastor

Dear Friends,
Here is a letter from Jesus that was
shared with me from one of our
members. As we enter the season of
Stewardship and Thanksgiving, let it
remind you to make a space for God in
your life in these days.
Pastor Denise

My Precious Child,
I am sending you this letter by the way of one
of my disciples. I just wanted to let you know how
much I love and care about you and how I greatly
desire to become a meaningful part of your life.
This morning when you awoke, I was already
there with you in the light of my beautiful sunshine
that filled your room. I was hoping that you would
say good morning to me, but you didn’t. So, I
thought maybe it was just a little too early in the
day for you to notice me.
Again, I tried to get your attention when you
stepped our of your door. I kissed your face with a
soft gently breeze. I breathed upon you my fragrant sweet breath scented with flowers. Then I
sang to you a love song through the birds in the
trees. You just walked right past me.
Later on in the day, I watched over you as you
were talking with some of your friends. Oh! How I
wished that you would talk to me also. I waited
and waited, but you just went along your way.

This afternoon I sent you a refreshing shower
and glistened to you from each raindrop. I even
shouted to you a time or two with thunder trying to
get your attention. Then, I painted you a lovely
rainbow in the midst of my fluffy clouds. I just
knew you would see me then, but you were
unaware of my presence.
This evening to close your day, I sent you a
beautiful sunset. After that, I winked at you a
thousand times through my stars hoping that you
would see me and wink back. You never did.
Tonight when you went to bed, I spilled
moonlight upon your face to let you know that I
was there with you. I was hoping that you would
talk to me a little while before you went to sleep.
You never said a word. It hurt me deeply; however
I continued to watch over you all through the night
thinking that, maybe, just maybe, you would say
hello to me in the morning.
Each and every day, I have revealed myself to
you in many strange and wondrous ways hoping
that you would accept me as your shepherd. For, I
am the only one that can supply you with all your
needs. My love for you is deeper than the deepest
ocean and bigger than the great blue sky. I have
so very much to give to you and also to share with
you. Please let me hear from you soon.
Your loving Father & Redeemer forever,

Jesus
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November Events
November 18th

Tis the season!
Help decorate
the church for
the Advent
season

Sunday
Nov.25th
after the
service!

Please bring your completed Stewardship card you will
receive in the mail or pick up from the church office or
Narthex on this date to place on the altar during worship.

Tuesday November 20th
7p @ Lutheran Church of Our Saviour
9601 Hull Street Road.
Country Christian
Breakfast
Sunday 11/11

Admi n Counci l Meet i ng
Sunday Nov. 18t h, af t er wor shi p
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Bluegrass/Gospel Jam
YOUTH

Saturday November 24th, 5p

Nov. 10th, 4p
Dec. 8th

Bring your children to join the music
and fun during Children’s Choir at
9:45am every Sunday!

Grocery Ministry &
Clothes Closet
Tuesday November 13th,
10a-12p
Sunday Morning
Readers for

4– Bonnie Heretick

3– Rosie Woods

11– Gage Thore

10– Ruby Garrett

November

18– Gloria Lambert

16– Lovena Thore

25– Shaun Cox
Sunday Morning
Greeters

23– Helen Vest

11– Ann Benson

29– Anne Moseley

18– Gee Gee

November

Whetstone

4– David Tyree

25– Ruby Garrett

3– Wyatt Thore

To members and your pastor of Walmsley Boulevard United
Methodist Church:

Thank you, from my heart, for your cards and
notes, remembering me and my 100th birthday.
These kind expressions, some from long time friends
and some I have never met, were heartwarming.
There are no words to express in full the gratitude I
feel. Loving you as Jesus taught us to love,

Nancy Fallen
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Quick & Easy Chocolate Pie
1 9-inch frozen pie crust
1 egg white, beaten lightly
1 small box (3 5/8 ounce) Royal chocolate
1. Preheat oven to 350
pudding and pie filling
2. Brush pie crust with egg white and prick in several plac- 2 cups milk
es with a fork. Bake 12-15 minutes or until golden
1/4 cup sugar
1 1-ounce square unsweetened baking chocolate
brown
1 tsp vanilla
3. Combine pudding mix, milk, sugar and chocolate and
1 8-ounce carton Cool Whip
cook according to package directions; remove from heat
and add vanilla.
4. Pour into cooled shell and cover with plastic wrap.
5. Allow to cool at room temperature for 30 minutes and
serve warm or place in refrigerator and chill for several
hours.
6. When ready to serve, top with Cool Whip.
Serves 6
If you’d like to share a recipe, please
submit it to the church office.

12/8– Youth Group, 4p
12/9, Country Christian
Breakfast, 9a
12/11– Grocery Ministry/Clothes
Closet, 10a
12/15– Community Holiday
Dinner
12/16– Here We Come

a’Caroling, 11a
12/24– Cookies, Coffee, and
Christmas Carols

Closings will be:


Called into TV channel CBS 6



Posted on Facebook



Emailed out
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Hymn Story: “He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought”
Article written by C. Michael Hawn
He leadeth me: O blessed thought!
O words with heavenly comfort fraught!
Whate’er I do, where're I be,
Still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me.

“He Leadeth Me” by American Joseph Gilmore (1834-1918) was birthed out of a particular struggle
in American history. This hymn was composed in 1862 during the Civil War, a time of upheaval and
insecurity. The author was preaching at First Baptist Church in Philadelphia soon after his ordination.
Dr. Carlton R. Young, The United Methodist Hymnal editor, cites Gilmore’s recollections on
the hymn’s formation: “I set out to give the people an exposition of the 23rd Psalm, which I have given before on three or four occasions, but this time I did not get further than the words ‘He Leadeth Me.” Psalm
23:2, ‘he leadeth me beside the still waters,’ became the theme of the song” (Young, 1993, 390).
Subsequently, upon the initiative of Gilmore’s wife and without the author’s knowledge, the
text appeared in the Boston newspaper Watchman and Reflector (Dec. 4, 1862) under the rather unusual and
unexplained pseudonym “Contoocook.” The famous gospel song composer William Bradbury (1816-1868)
included these words anonymously with his own tune in his collection The Golden Censer (1864). Bradbury
is credited with adding the third line to the famous refrain (in bold italics):
He leadeth me! He leadeth me!
By his own hand he leadeth me;
His faithful follower I would be,
For by his hand he leadeth me.
Joseph H. Gilmore, the son of Joseph A. Gilmore, governor of New Hampshire, received his
education from Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachusetts, Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island
(1858), and Newton Theological Seminary (1861) where he taught Hebrew. An ordained Baptist minister
(1862), Gilmore became a professor after serving churches in Philadelphia, New Hampshire, and New York.
He was also a professor of English at the University of Rochester from 1868-1911. A prolific writer for
newspapers and periodicals, Gilmore also authored three books in his academic field: The Art of Expression
(1876) and Outlines of English and American Literature (1905), as well as a book of poetry, He Leadeth Me,
and Other Religious Poems (1877).
Working as his father’s private secretary during the Civil War, he also edited the Concord, New
Hampshire Daily Monitor. Gilmore provided further information on the historical context of this hymn:
It was the darkest hour of the Civil War. I did not refer to that fact– that is, I don’t think I did–
but it may subconsciously have led me to realize that God’s leadership is the one significant
fact in human experience, that it makes no difference how we are lead or whither we are lead,
so long a we are sure God is leading us.
Stanza 2 of the hymn may suggest the ethos of the national crisis. Drawing on Psalm 23:4a; “Yea,
thought I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil” (KJV), Gilmore begins:
“Sometimes mid scenes of deepest gloom...”
Continued on next page.
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Hymn Story: “He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought”
Continued...
In stanza 3, the poet offers a particular theological interpretation of Psalm 23:4a: “Thy rod and thy
staff they comfort me.” In doing so, he reflects on the concept of complete submission to God’s will found in
many gospel songs of this era:
Lord, I would place my hand in Thine,
nor ever murmur nor repine:
content, whatever lot I see,
since ‘tis my God that leadeth me.
Consider the similarity between this sentiment and the first stanza of “When Peace Like a River”
(1873) by Horatio Spafford (1828-1888): “...whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,/’It is well, it is well
with my soul.’”
Or note “Blessed Assurance” (1873) by Fanny Crosby (1820-1915), in which the poet says: “Perfect
submission, all is at rest,/I in my Savior am happy and blest...” (stanza 3).
Psalm 23:6, “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in
the house of the LORD forever” (KJV), provides a basis for the final stanza of the hymn, drawing upon the
familiar image of the Jordan River cited throughout Scripture, especially as the place of Jesus’ baptism
(Matthew 2:13) and a place where Jesus often conducted his ministry (Matthew 4:25; Mark 3:7-8), and ultimately the passageway from this life to the next:
And when my task on earth is done,
When by thy grace the victory’s won,
E’vn death’s cold wave I will not flee,
Since God through Jordan leadeth me.
As is the case with so many gospel songs, the rhetorical strength of this hymn lies in the almost incessant repetition of a single thought: “He/God leadeth me.” When the five quotations of this idea in the four
stanzas are added to the three references in the refrain, the singer will have sung “He/God leadeth me” a total
of seventeen times by the time the hymn is concluded!
Gilmore seems to have had a humble nature as a poet and lacked ambition in promoting his own
work. After handing the draft of the poem to his wife who sent it to The Watchman and Reflector under a
pseudonym, Gilmore thought no more about it. Gilmore notes, “Three years later I went to Rochester, New
York, to preach as a candidate before Second Baptist Church. Upon entering the chapel, I took up a
hymnbook, thinking, ‘I wonder what they sing.’ The book opened up at “’He Leadeth Me,’ and that was the
first time I knew that my hymn had found a place among the songs of the church” (Osbeck, 1982, 87).
When the famous musical evangelist Ira D. Sankey (1840-1908), the musician for renown evangelist
Dwight L. Moody (1837-1899), included Bradbury’s version of the hymn in several editions of Sacred Songs
and Solos, its fame was assured. The Salvation Army spread its use throughout Britain when they included it
in several of their collections.
Though Gilmore wrote other hymns, it is this hurriedly penned text written at age 28 for which he is
remembered. The First Baptist Church of Philadelphia was demolished in 1926. Kenneth Osbeck notes, however, that the words to the first stanza of Gilmore’s hymn appear on a bronze tablet on the large office building that replaces the church with the inscription, “in recognition of the beauty and fame of this beloved hymn,
and in remembrance of its distinguished author” (Osbeck, 1982, 88).

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-he-leadeth-me-o-blessed-thought
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Sunday December 16th, 11a

Saturday Dec. 15th

Each year as December
rolls around, one of the
first reminders that
Christmastime is upon us
is the music that fills the
air! We can’t help but join
in as we sing songs of the
season–songs that inspire

Please let the
WBUMC Church
Office know if you
are interested in
attending this event.
The church will be
taking care of the
registration fee.

the joy and spirit of
Christmas- giving voice to
the wonder surrounding
the story of the birth of
Christ.

Cookies, Coffee
&
Christmas Carols
Monday,
December 24th

Be on the look out for more info in the coming month!
Would you like to contribute to the Walmsley Witness? We welcome your news, articles, quotes, and jokes! To be
included in the December Newsletter, please have your submissions to the church office no later than

Monday, November 12th.
7

8

12p, Kickball

12p, Advent Decorating

27

25

26

7p, Community Thanksgiving
Service @ 7p

12p, Admin Council Mtg
(@ Lutheran Church of our
Saviour)

20

18 Stewardship Sunday

19

10a, Grocery Ministry/
Clothes Closet

13

6

Tuesday

9a, Country Christian
Breakfast

11

All Saints Sunday

11a, Worship

12

5

4 Every Sunday:

9:45a, Sunday School/
Children’s Choir

Monday

Sunday

28

NO Choir Rehearsal

21 Office Closes @ 1p

14

6p, Choir Rehearsal

10:30a, Bible Study

7 Every Wednesday:

Wednesday

29

Office Closed

22 Thanksgiving Day

15

8

30

23

16

9

2

1 Every Thursday:

8p, NA

Friday

Thursday

November 2018

5p Music Jam

24

17

4p, Youth Group

10

1:30p, Scouting
Meeting/Registration

3

Saturday

