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Walmsley Boulevard United Methodist Church
Church Office: 804.275.8508; Church Website: www.walmsleyblvdumc.org
Church E-mail Address: walmsleyblvdumc@verizon.net

Reverend Denise Watkins, Pastor

Dear Friends in Christ,
What a wonderful Easter
Worship service we had last
Sunday. Hopefully you were with
us. There were 87 people here!
We thank God for that and for the
Choir’s wonderful music Risen!
directed by Victoria Myers.

and the wisdom to know the
difference.

I ask you to pray for a smooth
transition as I hand the baton of
ministry on to your next pastor
and receive the baton of ministry
at my next appointment. On
Sunday May 19th, we are able to
speak more openly about these
As many of you already know, I changes.
will be moving at the end of this
ministry year in June. This news
The good news is that we are
came quite suddenly. And it is
in the most joyful season of the
with mixed emotion, that I tell
church, the Easter season. The
you this. I am very grateful for
Easter season lasts for 50 days
my time of ministry here at
and focuses on the risen Christ
Walmsley over the last six years. and the giving of the Holy Spirit
I am also grateful that I began
on the first Easter and on the
this year reading Trevor HudDay of Pentecost. We have many
son’s book on the Serenity Pray- good Worship services coming
er. Our God always leads us to
up over the next two months.
what we need. I have clung to
this prayer in many ways and at May God grant us the grace
many times this year:
and the faith and courage to
always follow where he leads.

God, grant me the serenity to
accept the things that I cannot
change.
The courage to change the
things that I can,

In Christ,

Pastor Denise Watkins
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May Events
Sunday
May 26th

Josephine Day Circle Meeting
Thursday May 9th,
10:30 a.m.

After
worship in
the
Fellowship
Hall

TUESDAY MAY 28TH

Country Christian
Breakfast
Sunday 5/12,
9:00 a.m.

6:45 PM IN THE LIBRARY

(K5 through 5th grade)

KIDS

YOUTH

TBD

Next Youth Group meeting...

TBD
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Bring your children to join the music
and fun during Children’s Choir at
9:45am every Sunday!

Grocery Ministry &
Clothes Closet
Tuesday
May 14th,
10a-12p
Sunday Morning Readers for

Sunday

5– Jackie Matze

Morning

12– Louise Madison

Greeters

19– Gloria & Jerry
Holmes
26– Gee Gee

5– Bonnie Heretick

19– Gloria Lambert

12- Youth Reader

26– Shaun Cox

Whetstone

3– Kelsey Stewart
7– Marie Barnett

12– Ryan & Brandy Thore

3– Caleb Watkins
5– Avery Farmer
7– Linda Flournoy

6/2– Reception for Pastor Denise,

11– Victoria Myers

12p

17– Doug Woods

6/9– Guest Pastor

23– Tommy Hudnall

6/13– Josephine Day Circle Mtg,

29– Louise Madison

10:30a

31– Vickie Rogers

6/20-22– Annual Conference
6/30– 5th Sunday Celebration
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Online Giving

Sunday Morning
Altar Flowers

WBUMC is now able to
accept online giving from
debit and credit cards,
as well as ACH drafts
from checking or savings
accounts. You can even
schedule to have it automatically done
for you! By visiting the church
website, (www.walmsleyblvdumc.org),
from a computer or mobile device, you
will be able to click the green "GIVE"
button and give your tithes, offerings
and other monetary gifts to the church.
There is a small fee associate with
each transaction, the church will take
care of the fee or, you will be given
the option to "cover the fees" as well.

New this year, we will be
placing a vase of flowers on the altar
in lieu of traditional altar flowers. The
cost will be $20 and as always, you
can sign up on the list located
in the Narthex to have flowers
dedicated in honor or
memory of someone.
Thank you for your
continued support!

Potato, Snap Pea &
Pickle Salad
1 lb small, round new potatoes
6 Tbsp extra virgin olive oil
1 red onion, thinly sliced
3 scallions, white and light green
parts only, thinly sliced
1 Tbsp Dijon mustard
1 Tbsp fresh lemon juice
2 small half-sour pickles, finely
chopped
1/2 cup sugar snap peas, thinly
sliced on the bias
Kosher salt
Freshly ground pepper

1. In a large saucepan of boiling water,
cook the potatoes until tender, about
20 minutes. Drain and cool slightly.
Peel and slice 1/4 inch thick.
2. Meanwhile, in a large skillet, heat
3 Tbsp of the olive oil. Add the red
onion and scallions and cook over
moderate heat, stirring occasionally,
until softened and golden, about 10
minutes.
3. In a small bowl, whisk the remaining
3 Tbsp of olive oil with the mustard
and lemon juice. Add the dressing to
the skillet along with the potatoes,
pickles and snap peas and season with
salt and pepper. Cook over moderately
low heat, tossing, until just warmed
through, then serve.

If you’d like to share a recipe, please submit it to
the Church Office.
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GOD’S LOVE
Author: Tommy Herndon

Churches sometimes do the most amazing things, especially small churches where
everyone knows everyone. A young family moved to a community and started going
to a church. They hadn’t been there very long when a six-year-old son had a birthday. The church members decorated the Sunday School classroom with balloons and
had a birthday cake sitting on a table in the middle of the room. When the child
entered the classroom, everyone sang “Happy Birthday” to him. While the cake was
being cut, the little boy asked his mother – “Why does everyone here love me?”
Leave it to a child to get to the heart of things. This family had only been there
for a few months and everyone was treating them like they had been friends for a
long time. The love that this church was showing to this new family tells us how
we are supposed to treat everyone. The love that they were showing this new
family is how we are to treat our church family and those who live around us. We
often don’t understand why God loves us so much that he gave us His only Son.
We can’t understand why God loves us but he does. His love is freely given to us.
We’ve done nothing to deserve it. I John 4:8 says, “God is love.” It’s who God is!
John 13:34-35 says, “As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this,
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” This small
church planning a birthday party for someone they hardly know shows us how to
love in the name of God and His Son Jesus. We can’t always understand the love
of Christ but we can pour it out on others. We can be examples of His amazing
love! John 13:34 – As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
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Hymn Story: “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”
Article written by Norma Lee Kerns Barnhart
God, who stretched the spangled heavens,
infinite in time and place,
Flung the suns in burning radiance
through the silent fields of space,
We your children, in your likeness, share
inventive power with you.
Great Creator, still creating, show us what
we yet may do.
Catherine Arnott Cameron (b. 1927) was born in St. John, New Brunswick, Canada. Born
into a Presbyterian preacher’s family, Cameron became a U.S. citizen when her family
immigrated to the United States in 1935 (Stulken, 1981, 488). She was educated at McMaster
University, Hamilton, Ontario (BA in English, 1949) and at the University of South California
(MA, 1970; PhD, 1971, in Social Psychology). She taught at the University of LaVerne in
LaVerne, California (1971-1992), where her research was focused on issues of family
dynamics and childhood trauma.
Cameron began writing poetry at seven years old and was published at age ten
(Polman/Leask, Canterbury Dictionary). Harry Eskew, in Handbook to the Baptist Hymnal,
quotes Cameron,
As a child and teenager with a gift of writing poetry, I was troubled by the mismatch
between words and music in some of the hymns sung in our church. I thought that one
day I might write a hymn that was a harmony or poetry and music (Adams, 1992, 310).
C. Michael Hawn quotes in his earlier “History of Hymns” article of Disciples Ministries:
“The hymn was written over a period of several months at a time when I was experiencing a
new sense of direction, growth, and creativity in my life.”
Cameron wrote the text in 1967 during the space race between the Soviet Union and the
United States. It was published in the Lutheran Book of Worship (1978), in Ecumenical Praise
(1977), and in The United Methodist Hymnal (1989), where it was set to the tune HOLY
MANNA. Hawn points out that hymnody has often included hymns such as “This is My
Father’s World” (The United Methodist Hymnal, 144, 20th century) or “I Sing the Almighty
Power of God” (UMH, 152, 17th century) that describes an ordered universe where God is in
control. In this world, we see the three-story universe with the dome of the
Continued on next page.
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heavens filled with stars resting on the earth, which Is supported by an underworld, making
the earth the center of the universe. The restoration of the universe in the sixteenth century by
Copernicus to show the earth revolving around the sun took centuries to be accepted. It took
our interest in space to draw our attention away from the three-storied universe visual (Hawn,
History of Hymns). Carlton R. Young, in his Companion to the United Methodist Hymnal,
writes, “God, who Stretched the Spangled Heavens” is one of the first hymns “to employ
space age imagery, and it is one of the most imaginative, provocative texts of that genre”
(Young, 1993, 374).
Raymond F. Glover commented in The Hymnal 1982 Companion:
This contemporary text probes deeply into concerns of the twentieth-century Christian
about the scientific and technological advancements of our time. The hymn challenges
us to question the full ramifications of our creative acts and to use our creative gifts to
serve the good of others and to honor God (Glover, 1994, Volume #B, 1072-1073).
The first stanza lifts up God as creator of the universe and us as God’s children, created in
God’s likeness because we are creators, too.
The second stanza, unfortunately omitted in some hymnals, describes how often our
buildings rise proudly toward the sky, leaving the city’s lonely to drift unnoticed, feeling lost.
Perhaps this is a metaphor for our lack of seeing the needs around us.
The third stanza acknowledges how far we have come in our exploration of the power of the
unknown and poses a dichotomy of destruction or triumph as we probe the possibilities.
The fourth stanza is a prayer that as we meet the challenged of our time using our creative
powers that we may learn to serve others and honor our Creator. It is a prayer that we may
learn to be guided by God, so we may be “co-creators,” working toward God’s good in our
world.
This text will stand the test of time as humanity continues to struggle with its creative
powers and the responsibility for caring for the whole of creation. The final line summarizes
our need for God’s guidance to be the best stewards of our creative gifts.
Cameron is best known for the hymn text, “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens,”
which was originally written for the tune AUSTRIA. It is also sung to ODE TO JOY and
HENISEE, as well as HOLY MANNA. See YouTube for video of the hymn sung chorally and
played with handbells.

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-god-who-stretched-the-spangled-heavens1
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Join us Sunday June 2, 2019
after worship in the
Fellowship Hall as we
celebrate & show our
appreciation for
Pastor Denise with a
reception.

Would you like to contribute to the Walmsley Witness? We welcome your news, articles, quotes, and jokes! To be
included in the June Newsletter, please have your submissions to the church office no later than

Monday, May 13th.
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Every Sunday:

12p, Coffee Hour

Office Closed
6:45p, Admin Council
Mtg

28

27

26

Memorial Day

21

20

14

19

13

7

Tuesday

10a, Grocery Ministry/
Clothes Closet

Mother’s Day

6

Monday

9a, Country Christian
Breakfast

12

Older Adult Appreciation

11a, Worship

9:45a, Sunday School/
Children’s Choir

5

Sunday
Every Wednesday:

29

22

15

8

6p, Choir Rehearsal

10:30a, Bible Study

1

Wednesday

30

23

16

10:30a, Josephine
Day Circle Mtg

9

8p, NA

2 Every Thursday:

Thursday
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31

24

17

10

3

Friday

25

18

11

4

Saturday

