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Walmsley Boulevard United Methodist Church
Church Office: 804.275.8508; Church Website: www.walmsleyblvdumc.org
Church E-mail Address: walmsleyblvdumc@verizon.net

Reverend Denise Watkins, Pastor

Dear Friends in Christ,
Here at Walmsley, we are preparing
for the season of Lent. Lent is the season of the church that lasts for forty
days, where we prepare ourselves for
the celebration of Easter. In the
church’s history, Lent was also a time
of penance for all people.

In closing, I offer this prayer
(adapted from a prayer in The Cycle of
Grace).

I pray that Christ may come to you
early in the morning, as he came to
Mary that morning in the garden. And I
pray that you find Christ in the night
This year, we are having an Ash
when you need him as Nicodemus did.
Wednesday service at noon on March
May Christ come to you while you are
6th in the Fellowship Hall to mark the
a child, for when disciples tried to stop
beginning of our Lenten journey togeth- them, Jesus insisted that the children
er. If you are available or on your lunch come to him.
hour, please come and join us for this
special service. After the service, we
will have a “coffee hour” style lunch
together.

And may Christ come to you in your
grief as he did for Mary and Martha
when they lost their brother. May
Christ come to you in joy as he did to
During the six weeks of Lent, I will
the wedding in Cana. And may Christ
be preaching from the gospel of John
visit you when you are sick, as he did
and using Adam Hamilton’s book, John, for the daughter of Jairus, and for so
The Gospel of Light and Life as a
many who could not walk, or stand
resource. I do hope that you can join in straight, or see or hear until he came.
with us for worship each week. As a
Lenten challenge to you, I encourage
you to read the gospel of John during
the six week period. Here is a suggested guide for your reading to coordinate
with the sermon each week:
1– John 1
2– John 2-5

May Christ come to you in glory upon
your dying day as he did to the thief
hanging beside him on Good Friday.
And even though you seldom come to
him, may you find Christ reaching for
you, no matter where you are, so that
you know that there is no place that he
would not come for you.

3– John 6-11
4– John 12-17
5– John 18-19
6– John 20-21

In Christ,

Pastor Denise Watkins
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March Events
SATURDAY MARCH 23, 2019
10 AM

March 6th, 2019

Hosted by WBUMC

Join us at 12p on your lunch
hour on Wednesday March 6th
in the Fellowship Hall for
worship and lunch.

Presented by Timothy Eells &
L. David Johnson
Refreshments served

TUESDAY MARCH 26TH

RSVP to tells@financialguide.com

6:45 PM IN THE LIBRARY

(K5 through 5th grade)

Feel free to bring a guest

KIDS

YOUTH

Next Youth Group meeting...

March 9th
4-6 pm

March 9th, 4-6
Movie Afternoon

Movie with IGNITE Youth
in the Activities Building
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Josephine Day Circle Meeting
Thursday March 14th,
10:30 a.m.

Country Christian
Breakfast
Sunday 3/10,
9:00 a.m.

Country/Bluegrass/Gospel Music Jam

Saturday March 23rd 5p
Grocery Ministry &
Clothes Closet
Tuesday March 12th,
10a-12p
10– Youth Reader

Sunday Morning
Readers for

17– Gloria Lambert

March

24– Shaun Cox

3– Bonnie Heretick

31– None

Bring your children to join the music
and fun during Children’s Choir at
9:45am every Sunday!

3– Dee Rosemond 19– Rebecca
Tyree
5– Sam Flournoy
12– Amber

22– Shirley Thore

Sunday Morning

10– Ann Benson

Greeters

17– Gee Gee Whetstone

March

24– Pat Weaver

3– David Tyree

31– NONE

10– Gloria & Jerry Holmes

Kidwell Edkin 22– Bill Woods

29– Gloria & Larry Lambert

12– Stephanie
Murray

23– Rachel Tyree
27– Lydia Tyree

16– Kai Thore

2– Rick Madison

28– Doris Nelson

6– Robin Dodson

19– Troy Barnett

7– Hannah Gilfillen
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4/9– Grocery Ministry/Clothes Closet, 10a
4/13– Kairos, 8a
4/13– IGNITE Youth & SPARK Kids

Closings will be:

4/14– Palm Sunday



Called into TV channel
CBS 6



Posted on Facebook



Emailed out

4/18– Maundy Thursday
4/19– Good Friday
4/21– Easter Sunday

Sunday Morning
Altar Flowers

Online Giving
WBUMC is now able to accept online giving from
debit and credit cards, as well as ACH drafts from
checking or savings accounts. You can even schedule
to have it automatically done for you! By visiting
the church website, (www.walmsleyblvdumc.org), from
a computer or mobile device, you will be able to
click the green "GIVE" button and give your tithes,
offerings and other monetary gifts to the church.
There is a small fee associate with each
transaction, the church will take care of the fee
or, you will be given the option to "cover the
fees" as well.

New this year, we will be
placing a vase of flowers on
the altar in lieu of traditional
altar flowers. The cost will be
$20 and as always, you can
sign up on the list located in
the Narthex to have flowers
dedicated in honor or
memory of someone. Thank
you for your continued
support!

UMUMR Annual
Geranium Sale
4-1/2” plants for $4.50 ea
Red, Salmon, Hot Pink, or White
Delivered Apr. 7th
Contact Gee Gee Whetstone
to order
804-675-7580
4
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payable to
“UMUMR”
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Thanks to
Ignite Youth and
everyone else
who came out to
help clean out
and organize the
Clothes Closet!

Vegetables Parmigiana
1 green pepper
1 eggplant, peeled and sliced
2 medium zucchini, sliced
2 large onions, peeled and sliced
2 Tbsp oil
2 cups extra-thick and spicy spaghetti
sauce
1/2-3/4 pound mozzarella cheese, sliced
1.4-1/2 tsp salt
1/8 tsp pepper
1/4-1/2 tsp oregano
2-3 Tbsp grated Parmesan cheese

1. Seed pepper and cut into squares; set aside.
2. Heat oil; add eggplant, zucchini, peppers and
onions; cook until barely tender. Drain vegetables
on paper toweling.
3. Layer vegetables, cheese and spaghetti sauce in a
7x10 glass baking dish, sprinkling layers with salt,
pepper and oregano.
4. Top with spaghetti sauce and sprinkle with
Parmesan cheese.
5. Bake at 350 for 20-30 min. until heated thoroughly
and cheese is melted. Serves 6-8.

If you’d like to share a
recipe, please submit it to
the Church Office.
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Hymn Story: “Wonderful Words of Life”
Article written by Rev. Jackson Henry
Sing them over again to me,
Wonderful words of life;
Let me more of their beauty see,
Wonderful words of life;
Words of life and beauty
Teach me faith and duty.
Beautiful words, wonderful words,
Wonderful words of life.
I would wager that many people who have sung this hymn can recall most of the hymn
text in its entirety or, at the very least, the refrain. Clearly, Phillip P. Bliss (1838-1876) knew
exactly what he was doing with this text. He used his background as an educator to influence
many generations of singers over the course of the last century and a half.
Bliss is well know from his work with the evangelistic revival meetings of the
mid-nineteenth century with leaders such as Dwight L. Moody (1837-1899) and Daniel
Webster “Major” Whittle (1840-1901). Bliss and his wife, Lucy, both joined these revival
meetings as singers, leading the songs of what would be known as the gospel era of hymnody.
This genre of hymnody was itself named from collections Bliss compiled with Ira D. Sankey
(1840-1908), with titles such as Gospel Hymns and Sacred Songs and Gospel Hymns No. 2.
The Blisses defined the era with a life on the road as traveling evangelists with their colleagues for many years to come. Most of these worship services took place in the Midwestern
and the southern United States, and they served as the framework within which Bliss wrote
his hymn texts and tunes.
Before these evangelistic endeavors, however, Bliss had an interesting life as a child
and young adult. Born in Pennsylvania, the industrious boy spent his early years working and
learning, and he received training in music from teachers such as Williams B. Bradbury
(1816-1868), whose well-known tunes includes JESUS LOVES ME and HE LEADETH ME.
Bliss eventually took on the roles of itinerant music teacher, composer, and editor.
One can assume his training included the pedagogical tools needed to teach music in
the nineteenth century, and it is evident this experience influenced his work as a composer and
enlivener of the people’s song in worship. Bliss would have taught many of his songs in these
revival meeting by rote, and “Wonderful Words of Life” is filled with examples of repetition.
Continued on next page.
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Though the second lines differ from the first by only one note (the final note), it is almost an
exact statement of the initial phrase. The third line contains two two-measure phrases that are
exactly the same, and the refrain contains two phrases written almost note for note. The final
musical form then becomes AA’ BB CC’.
In addition, the “wonderful words” themselves become a teaching tool that are deeply
rooted in the ear, voice, and mind of the singer. The phrase “wonderful words” is repeated
throughout this hymn a total of eighteen times, and the larger phrase “wonderful words of
life,” a total of twelve times! He uses means other than repetition to reinforce the teaching of
the text and tune. The poetic devices he employs also helps to teach the hymn. “Words” is
personified throughout the hymn as teachers “wooing us to heaven” and “offering pardon and
peace to all.” Bliss’s creative use of alliteration is also very prominent throughout, with a
strong “w” sound adding to the overall rocking character of the 6/8 tune. These poetic devices
were carefully chosen because they all add to the narrative of the text and the singability of
the tune.
As the revivalist song leader, Bliss was obviously emphasized the words of Scripture
and the subsequent “gospel call” that result from the hearing of these words. The singing itself
becomes the persuasive sermon as the text is directed toward a listener, the “sinner,” and the
sermon concludes with the following prayer:
Jesus, only Savior,
Sanctify forever.
It is no surprise, then, that this hymn is included in Methodist collections, as the themes
of holiness and sanctification appear at the end of the third stanza.
If only Bliss could have written more texts and tunes, it is certain they would have
appeared in United Methodist collections and others within the global church. His life was cut
short at age 38 as he and Lucy were involved in a train wreck near Ashtabula, Ohio, on their
way to Chicago to assist in evangelistic services led by “Major Whittle.” According to The
Canterbury Dictionary of Hymnology “It is believed that Bliss escaped the crash, but the
carriage suddenly caught fire and he returned to try to save his wife” (JRW, “Phillip O.
Bliss”). Even the last moments of his life served as an example of one who followed the
“gospel call.” As one learned in and devoted to “faith and duty,” Bliss spent his last efforts
helping his wife, Lucy.
May the singing of these “wonderful words” be a reminder of the power of words, the
Spirit moving through their proclamation, and the call of Christ.

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-wonderful-words-of-life
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Sunday, April 21, 2019
Easter Sunday

Join us Easter morning at 11a
for a special celebration of
the Resurrection of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ
through powerful praise and
worship!

April 14, 2019

Would you like to contribute to the Walmsley Witness? We welcome your news, articles, quotes, and jokes! To be
included in the April Newsletter, please have your submissions to the church office no later than

Monday, March 18th.
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12p, Kickball
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Clothes Closet
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Breakfast
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9:45a, Sunday
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Choir
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12p, Ash Wednesday
Worship/Lunch
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