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Santa’s Inspiration –
Jesus Christ is the Reason
for the Season
Luke 2:11 – “Today in the town of David

a Savior has been born to you; he is
Christ the Lord.” (New International Version)

It’s the most wonderful time of the
year! The time of the year that we
celebrate the birth of God’s Son and
gift to the world, our Lord Jesus Christ!
As it has been so popularly and
poetically stated by Christians during
this winter holiday time of the year,
“Jesus is the reason for the season!”
Yet for many people the character
most associated with the Christmas
season is Santa Claus, the legendary
jolly sleigh rider from the North Pole
who stops by the homes of children
around the world to leave gifts under
Christmas
trees
and
in
colorful
fireplace stockings. For all of the
controversy surrounding Santa Claus
and Christmas, it is worth noting that
the Santa Claus character is based on
a man who was a devoted disciple of
the Lord and actually knew that Jesus
Christ was the reason for the season.
The real Santa Claus was a minister of
the gospel who served as a church
bishop.
On March 15, 270 C.E. (A.D.), a boy
named Nicholas was born to wealthy
parents in the ancient city of Patara in

the country of Asia Minor (modern day
Turkey). His mother and father raised
him to be a Christian. His folks
tragically died from an illness when he
was still a child, but left him with a
healthy inheritance. A faithful follower
of Christ, Nicholas was inspired by
Jesus’s words to the rich young ruler in
Luke 18:22 to “sell everything you have
and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven. Then come, follow
me.” Nicholas spent the riches from his
inheritance
in
relief
to
the
impoverished, the disadvantaged, the
ill, and the lowly. He made a career of
serving Jesus and became a bishop in
Asia
Minor in the city of Myra, and
attended the Council of Nicea in 325
C.E. (A.D.) when the Nicene Creed was
written. He established a reputation as
a generous man who would help
anyone in need, with a huge place in
his heart for children and seafarers.
There are memorable stories about
St. Nicholas leading to the establishment of the legend of Santa Claus. One
was of a time when Nicholas donated
money to the three daughters of a man
who did not have funds to provide
dowries for them to be married. He
gave bags of gold to purchase dowries
on three separate occasions by tossing
them through an open window. The
bags landed near stockings and shoes
that were alongside the fireplace to
dry. This story led to children hanging
stockings by the fireplace for
St. Nicholas to pay a visit. Nicholas,
Bishop of Myra died in the year 343
C.E. (A.D.) but his legacy has been
living on ever since.
[Continued on next page]
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Many other narratives of Nicholas’s generosity circulated leading to a feast day in his
honor that has been celebrated on December 6. It is important for Christians today to
make the connection between St. Nicholas of Myra and Santa Claus. He was aware of
the reason for the season, and would have been first in line to stress the importance of
keeping Christ at the center of Christmas.
Source: St. Nicholas Center. Retrieved from https://www.stnicholascenter.org/who-is-st-nicholas

Family Christmas Dinner
&
Children’s Play

WBUMC Choir
Presents

Sunday, Dec. 1st

5:00 p.m.
Sunday December 15th
11 a.m.

“The Savior’s Birth”
Potluck dinner-Bring a dish to share!

Sunday
December 8th

3-5p

Please bring your completed Stewardship card you will
receive in the mail or pick up from the church office or
Narthex on this date to place on the altar during worship.

4801 South Melody Rd.,
N. Chesterfield, VA 23234
Drop in anytime between 3-5p and enjoy light refreshments and fellowship!
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Join us for a candle light service of
lessons and carols in the Sanctuary.

Sunday
12/29

5th Sunday Celebration &

Bring a
Dish to
Share!

10a Brunch/10:30a Carol Sing Worship

Poinsettias!

Greetings Walmsley Family!! The Season of
Advent is approaching fast!! Have you ever
wondered what Advent is about and how it
came to be? Well, the Adult Sunday School
class will present a four part study series on
each Sunday of Advent during the month of
December! We will dig deep into the spiritual
and historical significance of the season and
connect to the hope, faith, joy, and peace that
God has graced humanity with in the person of
Jesus Christ! Please join us at 9:45a for this
time of celebration and discovery!!

$10/poinsettia
You are also invited to make a donation
of any amount to the Flower Fund or the
Scholarship Fund.
Please fill out the order form found in the
weekly bulletin or pick one up from
the Narthex.

Country Christian
Breakfast
December 8th, 9a

Orders due by Sunday Dec. 8th
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Josephine Day Circle

Grocery Ministry &
Clothes Closet

Meeting

Tuesday

Thursday 12/12, 10:30a

December 10th, 10a-12p

YOUTH
3– Wyatt Thore

20– Gloria Holmes

14– Jennifer
Campbell

22– Christine Price

Sunday December 22nd

31– Patsy Weaver

16– J. W. Simon

Sunday

1– Jackie Matze

Morning

8– Ruby Garrett

Greeters

–

15– Iris Jackson

Sunday Morning Readers for

22- Marie & Troy
Barnett

1– Bonnie Heretick 15– Gloria Lambert

Online Giving

WBUMC is now
able to accept online giving from
debit and credit cards, as well as
ACH drafts from checking or savings
accounts. You can even schedule to have
it automatically done for you! By visiting the church website,(www.walmsleyblvdumc.org),
from a computer or mobile device, you
will be able to click the green "GIVE"
button and give your tithes, offerings
and other monetary gifts to the church.
There is a small fee associated with
each transaction. The church will take
care of the fee or, you will be given
the option to "cover the fees.”

8- Youth Reader

22– Shaun Cox

Closings will be:
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Called into TV channel CBS 6



Posted on Facebook



Emailed out
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1. Heat oven to 350oF. Spray bottom only of
9x13-inch pan with cooking pray
2. In large bowl, stir Cake Base ingredients until
well blended. Press evenly in pan.
3. In another large bowl, beat cream cheese and
3-1/2 cups powered sugar with electric mixer on
medium speed until blended. Beat in 1/2 cup
melted butter and the eggs, one at a time,
scraping bowl occasionally. Stir in cranberries.
Pour and evenly spread batter into pan over cake
base.
4. Bake 38 to 43 minutes or until golden brown and
center is set. Cool completely, about 2 hours.
5. When ready to serve, sprinkle 1 Tbsp powdered
sugar over top. Using a sharp knife, cut into 6
rows by 4 rows, cleaning knife blade after each
cut. Serve with whipped cream. Store loosely
covered in refrigerator.

Cranberry Gooey Butter Bars
Cake Base


1 box Betty Crocker Super Moist yellow cake mix



1/2 cup butter, melted, cooled slightly



1 egg



2 tsp orange zest

Filling


1 package (8oz) cream cheese, softened



3-1/2 cups powdered sugar



1/2 cup butter, melted, cooled slightly



3 eggs



2 cups fresh or frozen (thawed) cranberries

Topping


1 Tbsp powdered sugar



Sweetened whipped cream, if desired
If you’d like to share a recipe, please submit it
to the Church Office.
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DO YOU have any unused offering envelopes from years past
taking up space at home? If your answer is “Yes!,” we will take
them off your hands! We ask that you bring them back to Church
so we can re-use them.
Leave any envelopes in the Narthex, or the Church Office.

1/1 & 1/2– Office Closed
1/1– NO Bible Study
1/1– NO Choir rehearsal
1/4– Hopkins EMS Food Bank Volunteer Opportunity, 8a
1/12– Country Christian Breakfast, 9a
1/12– Worship Committee Meeting, 12p
1/26– IGNITE Youth, 12p
1/27– Admin Council Mtg, 6p

History of Hymns: “Silent Night, Holy Night”
By Joseph Mohr, trans. John R. Young
The United Methodist Hymnal, No. 239
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
Alles schläft, einsam wacht
Nur das traute hochheilige Paar,
Holder Knabe mit lockigem Haar,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh.

Joseph Mohr
The story of “Stille Nacht” is one of the most endearing and enduring in Christian hymnody, though highly
romanticized. Joseph Mohr (1792-1848 was an Austrian cathedral chorister in Salzburg as a boy. He was ordained into
the Catholic priesthood in 1815. He spent most of his life ministering in parishes near Salzburg. Living a simple life, he
died in poverty after giving away what little he had to the poor.
[Continued on next page]
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In 1816, Mohr penned the original six stanzas of the poem that would make him famous around the world. He was
serving as an assistant priest in Oberndorf, now a skiing area in the Austrian Alps. Franz Xaver Gruber (1787-1863)
was an Austrian cantor and school teacher, holding church positions near Salzburg including Oberndorf. While a
prolific composer, little was published and none known now save this Weihnachtslied (Christmas carol). Tradition has
it that the carol was composed for a text by his assistant priest Joseph Mohr on short notice for the Christmas Eve Mass
in Obernndorf in 181. While it was first accompanied on guitar, it may not have been because the organ didn’t work. As
Cars Daw, Jr. notes, “the organ at St. Nicholas Church was in chronic need of attention.” (Daw, 126) That this was due
to mice eating the bellows cannot be verified and probably is closer to apocryphal romanticism than fact. We do know,
however, that Joseph Mohr has a guitar. It’s use seems to have been for aesthetic reasons rather than an organ
emergency: the guitar was more appropriate for accompanying this folk-like melody than an organ. Though this was
not the normal instrument for the Mass, it was used in this case to great effect. Joseph Mohr’s guitar is housed at the
Hallein’s Franz Gruber Museum.
Carl Daw notes that the first performance on Christmas Eve, 1818, was at Mohr’s request to compose a setting for
“two solo singer and choir, with guitar accompaniment...Gruber took his composition to Mohr who happily approved it.
At the Christmas Eve Mass, Morh sang the tenor part and played the guitar, Gruber sang the bass part, and the local
choir sang a refrain consisting of a repeat of the last four measures.” (Daw, 126).

Karl Mauracher, an organ builder, traveled to Arnsdorf in 1821, during which time he obtained a copy of
the manuscript. The carol was taken to the Leipzig trade fair in 1831 and first published in 1838 in an adapted
version where its popularity spread as a “Tyrolean Folk Song.” The melodic version that we now sing is
somewhat different from Gruber’s original, having taken on more of the characteristics of an idyllic folk song
of this region. The adaptation has contributed to its reception and continued popularity.
In the only surviving autograph pf the Mohr-Gruber collaboration at the Carolino Augusteum in Salzburg,
one ca see the difference between Gruber’s original melody and the popular adaptation in use today. The
manuscript here, discovered in 1995, dates from 1821. It contains six stanzas from which we sing 1, 6, and 2,
in that order. The accompaniment is in the facsimile of the musical score, is idiomatic of the guitar, and
would not work on the organ. The inscription in the upper right reads, “Melodie von Fr Xav Gruber.
Musical arrangements and English translations of the song have a life of their own. The literal translation may
surprise some singers:
Silent night, holy night!
All are asleep; alone awake
only the faithful and most holy pair,
Gentle boy with curly hair,
sleep in heavenly peace.
Most hymnals contain versions primarily derived from a translation by Episcopal minister John Freeman
Young (1820-1885) and around 1859. Often translations by several authors are included in a single version of
this carol. The United Methodist Hymnal uses Young’s translation for the first three stanzas and ascribed the
fourth stanza to an anonymous translator, though it now appears that it was written by the English woman
Jane Montgomery Campbell (1817-1878). The fourth stanza, with no reference to the original German,
completes the scene painted in the first three by inviting us to form a circle around the Holy Family and sing
“Christ the Savior if born.” For numerous English translations of “Stille Nacht,” see
silentnight.web.za/translate.eng.htm.

[Continued on next page]
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The original Austrian carol has not only inspired many musical arrangements and translations, but also
completely new carols based on the ideas of the original German poem. Of special note is a Chinese hymn
written to a pentatonic (five-note) melody. “Holy Night, Blessed Night” (“Sheng ye jing”) is so similar in
spirit to the Austrian version, that it has been nicknamed the “Chinese Silent Night,” written by the Rev.
Wei-yu Zhu and Jing-ren Wu (1921). Mohr’s text seems to have inspired the Chinese poets. Indeed, several
themes and images are common to both hymns. Pastor Qu-gui Shi, now living in Shaghai, was mentored by
the Rev. Zhu, and added the melody in 1982 partly as a way to honor his teach. In conversation with Pastor
Shi, he said that his intent was to compose a melody that reflected the spirit of the text and that would be in a
musical idiom that Chinese Christian would understand and feel. The first stanza, in a paraphrased by
Taiwanese missionary Kathleen Moody, follows:
Holy night, Blessed night,
Stars shine brightly, earth is still:
Hills and valleys, field and woodlands,
All surround the small town of Bethlehem.
In a manger Christ the Lord sleeps.
Welsh hymnologist Alan Luff discusses the influence and performance of this carol: “‘Stille nacht’ now
appears in many languages, and has passed readily from culture to culture. Although to some it may appear
sentimental, in the original and in a good translation there is an emphasis on the awe and wonder, and on the
cosmic quality of the Incarnation. The musical arrangement and performance can thus make or break it as a
legitimate piece of worship. Cloying harmonies and sentimentalized performances are contrary to the original
conception of an innocent song with a light accompaniment.”
Finally, while the origins of any hymn are of interest, like Scripture, we find meaning not only in its
origins, but also in its meaning today. We must not forget that the original context was that of Palestine, a
country occupied by the Roman forces. Mary and Joseph’s journey to an insignificant village outside of
Jerusalem was forced by the census required by Roman authorities. It made no difference that she was
pregnant. Lodging was denied them several times until they were given shelter in a dank, dirty stable, hardly
the place to give birth to a child. Yet, at that moment the Divine intervened I the presence of God in human
form.
The original literal translation from the German of stanza three has the child uttering a laugh (lacht) from
his Divine mouth (göttlichen Mund), a laugh of love (Lieb’). The infant with “curly hair” in stanza one, a very
human description of the child, is combined with a child laughing in love in stanza three. Human infants cry
at birth; only a Divine Infant would laugh in love!
As we sing this carol we must not forget that the Holy Family sought refugre in a foreign country within a
few years of Christs birth because their lives were in danger. We sing “Silent Night” today not as an escape,
but in hope and solidarity with the millions who live in poverty, political oppression, and who must forcibly
migrate in order to survive.

[Borrowed from https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-silent-night-holy-night ]
Would you like to contribute to the Walmsley Witness? We welcome your news, articles, quotes, and jokes! To be
included in the January Newsletter, please have your submissions to the church office no later than

Monday, December 16th.
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2nd Advent

3rd Advent

4th Advent

10:30a, 5th Sunday
Celebration/Carol Sing

10a, Brunch

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
29
TODAY

22

11a, Take Me Back to
Bethlehem

10a, Choir Warmup

15

3p, Parsonage Open House

12:45p, Cantata Rehearsal

9a, Country Christian
Breakfast

8

5p, Family Christmas
Dinner & Children’s Play

11a, Worship

9:45a, Sunday School/
Children’s Choir

Every Sunday:

OFFICE
CLOSED

New Years Eve

OFFICE CLOSED

31

5p, Christmas Eve
Service

30

NO BIBLE STUDY
NO CHOIR
REHEARSAL

OFFICE CLOSED

Christmas Day

OFFICE CLOSED

25

NO CHOIR REHEARSAL

18

5:45p, Cantata
Dress Rehearsal

11

OFFICE
CLOSED

Christmas Eve

8p, NA Meeting

10:30a, Bible
Study

OFFICE CLOSED

26

19

10:30a, Josephine Day
Cir. Mtg

12

Every Thursday:

Every Wednesday:

6p, Cantata
Rehearsal

5

Thursday

4

Wednesday

24

17

10a, Grocery Ministry/Clothes Closet

10

3

Tuesday

23

16

9

2

1

1st Advent/Communion
Sunday

Monday

Sunday

OFFICE
CLOSED

27

20

13

6

Friday

28

21

14

8a, Hopkins EMS Food
Band Volunteer
Opportunity

7

Saturday
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