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Walmsley Boulevard United Methodist Church
Church Office: 804.275.8508; Church Website: www.walmsleyblvdumc.org
Church E-mail Address: walmsleyblvdumc@verizon.net

Reverend Delano P. Douglas, Pastor

Wanted:
YOUR Story

I want to know your favorite scriptures!
I want to know your favorite WBUMC memory!
I want to know how God led you to this church!
I want to know where you see God leading the
church in the future!
I WANT TO KNOW!!

(Jesus) said to him, “Go home to your friends, and
tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and
what mercy he has shown you.”
– Mark 5:19 I’ll be making calls again in August and asking

August is here! Hard to believe that two thirds of
2019 is nearly behind us! We just finished the
“Game On!” Vacation Bible School where we
shared the stories of Biblical characters including
Lazarus, Thomas, Jesus’s ministry, and Paul and
Silas. The stories of the Scriptures are timeless,
inspiring, motivating, and transformational! But
the stories of the Saints in the Bible aren’t the
only timeless, inspiring, motivating, and
transformational chronicles out there! There are
many stories that are just as impactful, just as
sacred, just as miraculous, and just as marvelous!
Those are the stories of faith and the testimonies
that belong to the members of the Walmsley
Boulevard United Methodist Church! Friends,
I’m talking about YOUR stories, and I want to
hear them! I want to know them! I want to hear
of the things that God has done in your life!
Please know that your stories of faith and life are
on my WANTED list!!

the above questions! Oh, and I’ll also want a
photo of you (taken during Bible Study or
Sunday mornings) to go along with your story!!
AND I’D LIKE TO IDENTIFY A SPACE IN
THE CHURCH WHERE WE MAY PLACE
YOUR PHOTO AND A LITTLE BIT ABOUT
YOUR STORY SO THAT THOSE WHO
WORSHIP HERE WILL ALL KNOW A
LITTLE MORE ABOUT YOUR STORY!!
You’re WANTED!!

Deuteronomy 7:5
John 15:16
You’re BLESSED!!
Jeremiah 17:7
2 Corinthians 9:8
You’re UNIQUE!!
Psalm 139:14
Ephesians 2:10
You MATTER!!
Psalm 139: 7-10
Luke 6:7
You’re CHERISHED!!
Genesis 1:27
One of the most blessed experiences that I’ve
1 Peter 18-19
had during the first month as pastor of WBUMC
is the opportunity to call and visit with members, That’s WBUMC by the way!!
family, and friends of WBUMC! I was delighted
to have the opportunity to connect with you over
conversation! I hope to get an opportunity to visit I look forward to knowing more and more and
everyone because I truly want to know more!!
more and more and more about you, and sharing
more, and more, and more, and more!!
I want to know the story of your Christian
journey/baptism/encounter with the Lord!
Rev. Delano Douglas
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August Events
Country Christian
Breakfast
SUMMER BREAK
Back Sunday
September 8th!

YOUTH

Next Youth Group meeting...

Sunday August 25th

Bring your children to join the music
and fun during Children’s Choir at
9:45am every Sunday!

(K5 through 5th grade)

TBD- Stay tuned for more
info soon!

Sunday Morning Readers
for

Grocery Ministry &
Clothes Closet
Tuesday

4– Bonnie Heretick 18– Gloria Lambert
11- Youth Reader

4– Louise Madison

Morning

11– GeeGee

Greeters

August 13th, 10a-12p

25– Shaun Cox

Sunday

KIDS

Whetstone

9/2– Office Closed for Labor Day

18– Ann Benson

9/10– Grocery Ministry/Clothes Closet, 10a

25– Gloria & Jerry

9/29– 5th Sunday Celebration, 10a brunch,
10:30a Worship

Holmes
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Online Giving
1– Kathey Thore

WBUMC is now able to accept
online giving from debit and
credit cards, as well as ACH
drafts from checking or
savings
accounts. You can even schedule to
have it automatically done for you!
By visiting the church website,
(www.walmsleyblvdumc.org), from a computer
or mobile device, you will be able
to click the green "GIVE" button
and give your tithes,
offerings and other monetary gifts
to the church. There is a small fee
associated with each transaction.
The church will take care of the
fee or, you will be given the
option to "cover the fees.”

20– Juan Cox

4– Betsy Lewerenz 21– Nadia Stewart
6– Rosemary
Bruce

23– Debbie Koren
24– Joe Simon

7– Roger Mackey 24– Janet
9– David Tyree
Whetstone
12– Joan Leonard 25– Blaise Williams
15– Aeryn Farmer 26– Caden Farmer
17– Brandy Thore
20– Shaun Cox

26– Rosemary & Wayne Bruce

Zucchini
Brownies

1 tsp baking soda
2 1/2 cups grated
zucchini, undrained

1/2 cup vegetable oil
1 1/2 cups white
sugar
1 tsp vanilla extract
1 egg
2 cups all-purpose
flour
1/2 cup unsweetened
cocoa powder

Frosting:
1/3 cup milk
1/3 cup butter
1 1/2 cups white
sugar
1 cup chocolate
chips

If you’d like to share a recipe, please submit it to
the Church Office.

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
2. Grease and flour a 9 x 13 pan.
3. Combine oil, sugar, egg and vanilla.
In a separate bowl, combine flour,
cocoa powder and baking soda. Add
the flour mixture to the sugar mixture
and stir well. (It will appear quite
dry). Gently stir in the zucchini and
spread mixture into your prepared
pan.
4. Bake 25-30 min.
5. Frosting: While cake is cooling,
combine butter milk and sugar in a
small pan. Bring to a boil over
medium heat. Allow to boil vigorously
for 30 seconds. Remover from heat
and stir in chocolate chips.
Immediately pour over warm
brownies. Let cool completely before
cutting.
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The Church of Mismatched Bricks
After a humble beginning in a Staunton
blacksmith’s shop in 1797, what is now known
as Central United Methodist Church, out-grew
that location and purchased land and built
their first building. The current church building
is the fourth one built on that land and was
constructed in 1892. Continuous growth over
the next century meant the church had to be
enlarged. Additions were built on various sides
of the original church and in the 1960’s a three
story education wing was added. The bricks
used on each new structure didn’t match those used on earlier structures, resulting in a
church covered with mismatched brick.
My brother Hugh and I have each served on the staff at Central, and my wife is a
member. It is currently served by my dear friend, Rev. Won Un. We love Central church.
But, that has not kept us from occasionally laughing at the mosaic of bricks. Then, the
other day as I was driving past the church and smiling about the crazy lack of continuity
in the bricks, I felt my heart touched by a different impression.
The mismatched bricks on the outside hint at a beautiful truth within the congregation itself. Central has been declining in numbers as members age and die, but it is
beginning to see new growth. I love seeing how this old congregation is emerging as a
new congregation of mismatched people, people of varied ethnicities, backgrounds and
income levels. The church, responding to Un’s humble shepherding, is increasingly
becoming a mission-centric church. They are attracting young families who care about
helping others. They have a youth group for the first time in several years, and more
children than ever.
At one time, Central church was home to some of the wealthiest and most influential
citizens. Now they are building a new identity with mismatched people serving others for
a common reason: the grace of God. My prayer is that all our churches would learn the
strength that comes from embracing others who may not be like us, but who, like us,
love the Lord Jesus.
Ephesians 4:1-3 – I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the
calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience,
bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace.
- Rev. Jim Harris, retired United Methodist Pastor, serving part-time at Bridgewater UMC.
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Hymn Story: “”When We All Get to Heaven
Article written by C. Michael Hawn
Sing the wondrous love of Jesus;
Sing his mercy and his grace
In the mansions bright and blessed
He’ll prepare for us a place
When we all get to heaven,
What a day of rejoicing that will be!
When we all see Jesus,
We’ll sing and shout the victory

“When We All Get to Heaven”
By Eliza E. Hewitt

Philadelphians Eliza E. Hewitt (1851-1920) and Emily D. Wilson (1865-1942) combined as poet and
musician respectively to give us a gospel song that captures the revival spirit of the late nineteenth century in
a uniquely American way.
Carlton R. Young correctly notes that this hymn should be situated in its “union of revivalism and
Adventism in much of post-Civil War Wesleyan preaching and worship” (Young, 699). Adventism was a
product of the Second Great Awakening during the first half of the nineteenth century that peaked in the
1840s. Its proponent, William Miller (1782-1849), a Baptist preacher, espoused the belief that the second
coming of Jesus Christ would take place sometime between 1843 and 1844. While that did not take place, the
spirit of Adventism continued throughout the remainder of the century and was evident in many gospel songs
of the era.
Many readers may have grown up singing this and other songs on similar theme during Sunday school
gatherings, Sunday evening services, or revivals. Related songs include “When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder” (1899) by James M. Black (1856-1938), “Shall We Gather at the River” (1865) by Robert Lowry (18261899), and “O That Wilt Be Glory for Me” (1900) by Charles H. Gabriel (1856-1932). Make no mistake,
hymns that addressed heaven were nothing new. Many eighteenths-century hymns by Charles Wesley and
others referenced heaven as our ultimate destination. The nineteenth-century gospel song, however, added a
spiritual fervor undergirded by a musical vitality that have these songs a sense of imminence and urgency that
has not been experienced heretofore.
The Methodists and Baptists were the dominant sources of these songs that were often included in collections geared for use in Sunday school and revivals. Though aligned with the Presbyterians, Eliza Hewitt’s
song was a product of revivals where the author “regularly attended the Methodist camp meetings” at Ocean
Grove, New Jersey (Reynolds, 194, cited in Young, 699). There, “seasonal and protracted meetings [were]
typical of the Wesleyan campgrounds that were formed, some continuing from earlier in the century, to embody indoors the spirit of the camp meeting” (Young 699). The “indoor” events were extensions of the rural
camp meetings of the early nineteenth century, where the conditions were much more primitive. Tents were
pitched, and rough hewn benches were placed to separate men from women.
[Continued on next page]
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In these early nineteenth-century camp meetings, denominational particularities gave way to more inclusive
ecclesial gatherings that included Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, and even Quakers (Lorenz, 17-19).
Even more astounding in the antebellum South was the participation of both African Americans and whites.
As one account notes, “The blacks were the life of the camp meeting. Nine out of ten of them would have a
melodious voice for singing and praying and shouting, at a great distance from the campground” (G. W.
Henry, quoted in Lorenz, 31).
While the meetings at the end of the nineteenth century at Ocean Grove were under less primitive conditions, they were still rustic with simple huts and cottages replacing tents; they were also more domesticated,
though the Spirit was still evident in ways that may not have been present or even permitted in the confines of
mainline church sanctuaries on Sunday morning. Carlton Young describes the setting under which Eliza
Hewitt composed this sing:
At Ocean Grove the author and composer viscerally, visually, and audibly experiences the thrilling,
though carefully staged, anticipation of Paul’s promise to members of the Thessalonian congregation.
“[We] will be caught up in clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be
with the Lord forever” (1Thessalonians 4:17). These first-century Christians, like the Ocean Grove
after days of hearing perdition preached, had an elevated anxiety about their status at Christ’s
imminent return (Young, 699).
The Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association remains alive and well with an active program and options
for tents. See https://wwweoceangrove.org.
The stanzas of “When We All Get to Heaven” are replete with biblical allusions:
In stanza 1, the phrase “in the mansions bright and blessed, / He’ll prepare for us a place” is a rephrasing of
John 14:2 “In my Father’s house are many mansions : if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare
a place fro you.” (KJV).
Stanza 2 reminds us that in heaven, light replaces “shadows”: “and the city had no need of sun, neither of
the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof” (Revelations
21:23, KJV). Furthermore, the “sighs” of sorrow and pain will be left behind: “And God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death , neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain: for the former things are passed away” (Revelations 21:1, KJV).
In stanza 3, the poet notes that, “just one glimpse of him in glory / will the toils of life repay”; this phrase
paraphrases 1 Peter 4:13, “But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christs sufferings; that, when his glory
shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy” (KJV).
Stanza 4 references “‘the pearly gates’ and streets of gold,” images clearly drawn from Revelations 21:21:
“And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was
pure gold, as it were transparent glass” (KJV).
Theologically, an ambiguity exists concerning the phrase, “When we all get to heaven...” It could be a
Methodist use of “all,” growing our of the Arminian inclusivity of God’s grace in the Wesleyan traditions
verses the “limited atonement” of Calvinism. It could also be more of an existential statement about those
gathered at Ocean Grove with the assumption that they were all going to heaven. More than likely, rather than
a nuanced theological assertion, this is an eschatological hope born of revivalistic emotionalism and hyperbole.
[Continued on next page]
6

Walmsley Witness

August 2019

The song was first included in Pentecostal Praises (1898), a compilation by a noted gospel song composer,
William J. Kirkpatrick (1838-1921), and Henry L. Gilmour (1836-1920), for decades a choir director at camp
meeting.
Eliza Edmunds Hewitt lived in Philadelphia her entire life. She was the valedictorian of her class at the
Girls’ Normal School, where she taught for some years. Hewitt was prominent in the Sunday school movement, devoting time to youth at the Northern Home
for Friendless Children; at Calvin Presbyterian
Church, she served as the Sunday school
superintendent. In spite of a spinal illness that kept
her homebound for some years, she studied English
literature and authored several hundred texts. The
most published of her hymns, in addition to “When
We All Get to Heaven,” include “There Is Sunshine
in My Soul Today” (1887) and “More about Jesus
Would I Know” (1887), the latter hymn appearing in
The Cokesbury Hymnal (1923, No. 94). She wrote
texts for some of the prominent gospel song
composers of the day, including B. D. Ackley
(1872-1958), Charles H. Gabriel, E. S. Lorenz
(1854-1942), Homer Rodeheaver )1880-1955), and
John R. Sweney (1837-1899).
Emily Divine Wilson (1865-1942) was also a
like-long Philadelphian. The wife of a Methodist
minister, she often attended Ocean Grove with her
husband John G. Wilson. The minutes of the
Philadelphia Methodist Conference noted:
Mrs. Wilson was the acknowledged
inspiration of her esteemed husband. She
was beloved by the congregations of the
churches served. Her musical ability was a
great contribution to the local church,
together with her ability in dramatic art
(Leon T. Moore, quoted in Reynolds, 465).
The tune name HEAVEN was ascribed to Wilson’s music by the editor of the Baptist Hymnal (1956). Of
this tune, Carlton R. Young notes, “The Sunday school marching tune portrays the church, its mission, and
the role of the faithful Christian progressing toward a goal...It is a useful genre of Christian music whereby
the faithful are assured the church is on the move, irrespective of reality” (Young, 699-700). The image above
is the original quartet version (taken from The Baptist Hymnal;, 1991) that shows the independent lower
voices echoing the text of the melodic line in refrain, a characteristic of many revival songs of this day.
[Article borrowed from https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-when-we-all-get-to-heaven1]

Would you like to contribute to the Walmsley Witness? We welcome your news, articles, quotes, and jokes! To be
included in the September Newsletter, please have your submissions to the church office no later than

Monday, August 19th.
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Birthday Sunday

25

12p, Worship Comm.
Meeting

18

11

11a, Worship

9:45a, Sunday School/
Children’s Choir

4 Every Sunday:

Sunday

26

19

12

5

Office Closed

Monday

27

20

6:45p, Admin Council

10a, Grocery
Ministry/Clothes
Closet

13

6

Tuesday

6p, Choir Rehearsal

28

21

6p, Choir Rehearsal

14

10:30a, Bible Study

Every Wednesday:

7

Wednesday

29

22

15

8

8p, NA

Every Thursday:

5p, Emmaus

30

5p, Emmaus

23

5p, Emmaus

16

5p, Emmaus

9

5p, Emmaus

31

24

17

10

8a, Hopkin EMS
Food Bank Volunteer
Opportunity

3

1

2

Saturday

Thursday Friday
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